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All music is composed or arranged by Dr. Rosephanye Powell.
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Program
Rosephanye Powell: Empowering the Voice
Of Womankind Through Sacred Music

Introduction & Purpose
Biography of Dr. Rosephanye Powell
Rosephanye Powell: Sacred Music

JMU Chorale
Arise, Beloved!

The Spiritual: A Brief Overview

University Women’s Chorus
As the Deer Pants
I Wanna Be Ready

Spirituals and The Darkness of Slavéry

Treble Chamber Choir
Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child
Keep Yo’ Lamps

World Music

JMU Chorale
Sorida (A Zimbabwe Greeting)
In Dat Great Giddin’ Up Mo'nin

Womankind
Summary

Combined Treble Chamber Choir and
University Women’s Chorus
Still T Rise

This recital is presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree Master of Music.
Cristen Mitchell is from the studio of Dr. Jo-Anne van der Vat-Chromy.




Dr. Rosephanye Powell has been hailed as one of America's premier
composers of choral music. She has a diverse and impressive catalogue of
works published by some of the nation’s leading publishers, including the
Hal Leonard Corporation, the Fred Bock Music Company/Gentry
Publications, Oxford University Press and Alliance Music Publications. Her
compositions include sacred and secular works for mixed chorus, women's
chorus, men's chorus, and, children's voices. Her style of composition has
been characterized by beautiful melodies strong rhythmic emphasis, rich
harmonies often derived from African-American popular styles, and varied
vocal textures including counterpoint. Powell's works are popular
throughout the world, especially in Europe and Asia. She is in constant
demand as a composer-in-residence, clinician, adjudicator, conductor, and
performer.

TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS

Arise, Beloved! — Words based on Song of Solomon 2:7-13

Arise!l My love! Come, your hand in mine;
Arise, beloved, fair one, come away. We'll taste of the grapevine.

For lo, the winter is past. And hear the turtle doves;
Beloved, come away. Their voices sing of joy and

love.
Coine, the rain has gone; Hush! Do not awaken, love.
The flowers appear. Do not arouse ‘til it pleases.
The birds are singing. As the gazelles and does of
the field,

So is my beloved.



As the Deer Pants — Words based on Psalm 42:1-4

As the deer pants for streams of water
So my soul pants for You, O God.

My soul thirsts for God.
For the living God.
When can I go to meet with God?

My tears have been my good day and night,
while men say to me all day long,
Where is your God?

These things I remember as I pour out my soul:
How I used to go with the multitude,
With shouts of joy, and with thanksgiving,
Leading the procession to the house of God.

I Wanna Be Ready — African-American Spiritual
I wanna be ready,
To walk in Jerusalem jus’ like John.
My feet stand steady,
To walk in Jerusalem jus’ like John.

I wanna be ready
“To walk in Jerusalem a-jus’ like John.

John said that Jerusalem was four square.
I hope, good Lord, to meet you there.
If you get to heaven before I do,
Tell all of my friends I'm coming too.

O John, O John, now didn’t you say
That you'd be there on that great day.
Now some came crippled and some came lame,
And some came walking in Jesus’ name.

Sometimes I Feel Like A Motherless Child —
African-American Spiritual
Sometimes ah feel like uh motherless chil’.

A long way from home, a long ways from home,
True believuh
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Sometimes I Feel Like A Motherless Child cont’
Bokaya kayakaya
(Something terrible has happened)
Nu wo vinowo
(Something has happened to mothers)

Sometimes ah feel lik’ ahm almos’ gon’.
Way off in huh heav'nly lan’, way off in duh heav’nly lan’
True believuh
Amen.

Keep Yo’ Lamps — African-American Spiritual
Come, come, come, come....
Keep yo’ lamp, keep yo’ lamps burnin’,
The time is drawin’
Drawin’ nigh.

Don’ you git weary. No,
The time is drawin’
Drawin’ nigh.

Sorida — Words and Music by Rosephanye Powell
Sorida -(A Zimbabwe Greeting)

Greetings, my brothers. Greetings, my sisters.
O magnify Jeshovah. Let’s Worship Him together.
Sing praise unto the Lord God. Let’s magnify Jehovah.

In Dat Great Giddin’ Up Mo’nin
African-American Spiritual
I got a home up in-uh duh kingdom, fare ye well.
Um-uh gonna lay down this worl’,
gonna shoulduh up-uh mah cross.
Gonna take it home-uh to mah Jesus, fare ye well.

He’s gonna call us up-uh to heaven, fare ye well.
I will hear mah Savior callin’ and I'll hear duh trumpet
sound,
then He’s gonna call us up-uh to glory, fare ye well.

In dat great giddin’ up mo™nin’,
fare ye well, fare ye well.



Still I Rise — Words and Music by Rosephanye Powell
Though I have been wounded; aching hear, full of pain.
Jus’ like a budding rose, my bloom is nourished by rain.

Haven’t time to wonder why, though fearful I strive.
My pray’r and faith uphold me ‘til my courage arrives.
Still I rise, yes still I rise.

Still I rise an eagle, soaring above ev'ry fear.
‘With each day I succeed, I grow strong an’ believe
That it’s all within my reach; I'm reaching for the skies,
Bolstered by courage, yes, still I rise.

Gentle as a woman; tender sweet are my sighs.
Strength is in m tears and healing rains in my cries.
Plunging depths of anguish, I determine to strive.
My pray’r and faith uphold me ‘til my courage arrives.
Still I rise, yes still I rise.

Though you see me slump with heartache;
Heart so heavy that it breaks.
Be not deceived I fly on birds wings,
Rising sun, its healing rays.
Look at me, you see a woman;
Gentle as a butterfly.

But don’t you think, not for one moment,
That I'm not strong because I cry.

By pray'r and’ faith, still I rise.
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Box Office Manager
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Administrative Assistant to the Dean

Anna Perritt.............
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School of Music Staff

Director, School of Music

Dr. Mary Jean Speare
‘William Posey.

Associate Director of Music, Graduate Director
Director of Concert and Support Services

Constance Driscoll
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Upcoming Events
April 2016
JMU Jazz Combos Tues., April 5 @ 7-9 pm, Artful Dodger

JMU Wind Symphony & Symphonic Band
Faculty Recital - Carl Donankowski, cello
Masterpiece Season - Chick Corea & Bela Fleck
Guest Lecture — David Royse

Student Ensembles - MU Steel Band

Wed., April 6 @ 8 pm, Concert Hall*
Thurs., April 7 @ 8 pm, Recital Hall*
Fri, April 8 @ 8 pm, Concert Hall*

Fri., April 8 @ 8-9:55 am, Music Bldg 108
Sat., April 9 @ 12 pm, Anthony-Seeger®

*These concerts provide student credit for MUS 195.

For tickets and further information, visit www jmuforbescenter.com or call the
Forbes Center Box Office at (540) 568-7000. For more on the School of Music, go to
www. jmu.edu/music or call (540) 568-6714.
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