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The Basics First 

http://youtu.be/NN2I1pWXjXI


Blogging Assignment & Objectives 

• Each student created a "global issue blog” using 
text, links and multimedia. 

• Selected one country as the focus of the blog. 

• Demonstrate general analytical and critical 
thinking skills by discussing, researching and 
writing about global social issues.  

• Present well-organized presentations on global 
social issues that reflect their understanding of 
the intersection of business and social 
responsibility.  

 

 



Blogging Assignment & Objectives continued 

• Researched and blogged about: 

– Global problems in that country (Human trafficking, 
poverty, environmental problems, human rights violations, 
lack of education, etc.). 

– How non-profit organizations and social enterprises are 
helping solve those problems.  
 

• Commented on classmates’ blogs. 

 



Preparing Students to Use  
Individual Blogs 

• Collaboration between multiple departments 

– Professor  ASC + Library  students 

 

• Moderation & Feedback 
 

• Rubrics 

 



Post-preparation:  
Blogging and the Assignment 

• Students and the assignment: 

– Experts in their topics 

– Commenting  

– Building relationships online 

– Going beyond the assignment 

 



ASC & Library Presentation on Blogging 



ASC Moderated Discussion  





Blogs on Blackboard 



 Posts from Student Blogs 



Strong and Beautiful Liberian Women!  “The Liberian Women’s Sewing Project (LWSP) is a sustainable 

apparel manufacturer based in Monrovia, Liberia. Established in 2009 by Liberian–American entrepreneur Chid Liberty, the 
company is part-owned and operated by Liberian women. The organization directs 75 percent of its profits toward community 
development projects. The remaining 25 percent of profits remain within the enterprise, allowing each worker to build equity 
over time”  Please click on the below link which provides  further information 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFhikWSCpfY 

 
 “Supporting Women’s Empowerment in Liberia by Building a New Supply Chain” Root Capital.org. 1 Nov 2011 
http://www.rootcapital.org/where_we_work/clients/supporting-women%E2%80%99s-empowerment-liberia-building-new-supply-chain 
 

Student Comment 
 This is wonderful to see and hear. 75% of the proceeds going towards rebuilding the community. Liberia needs all the help it can 
receive. Proud to hear a work in progress. 
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Corruption in Cambodia 

Although an Anti-Corruption Law was passed, 
corruption is still openly practiced in Cambodia. 
Everyone knows it's illegal - government officials 
included - yet nobody reports any corruption acts 
because people know that the government won't do 
anything about it anyway. It seems like things are only 
investigated if the government official is paid for in 
advanced and in a hush matter. A lot of people in 
Cambodia do a lot of bad things yet not everyone gets 
punished. Why? Because bribery and corruption play a 
huge role in Cambodia. 
Sources:   

www.humanrights.asia, www.cambodiamirror.org, www.talesofasia.com 

Student Comment 
Corruption is the worst of the worst; its one thing to be a criminal and everyone knows it, but it’s another thing to steal from helpless 
kids while everyone thinks you are helping them. I have briefly read an article on orphanages in Haiti that  have shut down, reason 
why stunned me.  One orphanage was shut down for starving 45 kids and making them live in unsanitary conditions. The second 
story was about the owner of the orphanage that was sexually abusing the children. This is very sad but true and I’m just glad that 
they were stopped before more children became victims of this madness.  http://www.thestar.com/news/world/article/1074457--
haiti-closes-orphanage-following-allegations-of-neglect-corruption 
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Why doesn't the world care enough to save the lives of mothers? Maternal mortality rates have remained constant for 30 years.   In Ethiopia, 
women are dying in labor because of the lack of medical equipment and staffing. The woman shown in the picture has been in labor for 4 
days, because there are not enough medical staff and the proper equipment to bring her child into this world. I feel we need to have 
volunteers from the medical field from the U.S. assist in countries such as Ethiopia and other countries who do not have the proper assistance 
in the maternal ward. Do women really have to die and not be able to be a mother to a child they carried for 9 months because of this 
matter? 
 
Kristof, N. . "A Fight to Save Mothers." New York Times 02 27 2004,. Print. http://video.nytimes.com/video/2007/02/24/opinion/1194817093280/a-fight-to-save-mothers.html?ref=ethiopia. 

Student comment: It is sad to see the suffering due to insufficient funds to help with medical care. My heart goes out to all these people. 
The World Family worked in collaboration with the Ethiopian Federal Ministry of Health, Clinton HIV/AIDS Rural Initiative, Northern 
California Hospitals and other partners to improve access to health care in rural areas by providing medical equipment and supplies.  
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Student Reflections on Blogging 

• Global Social Change has really opened my eyes to the real world. When I thought I had it 
bad, the blogging project enlightened me to see there are people in Third World countries 
who are suffering.  J.C. 

 

• I will admit, that I was uncertain about this class at first.  You made it a lot more exciting 
with allowing us to use a blog to learn about the countries that not everyone might have 
known well.  I even learned more about a country that holds part of my family and part of 
my heritage as well.  It has made me also open my eyes so much more and I am very glad 
that I took this class!  A.G. 

 

• What I enjoyed most was the blog project was the looking into the worlds of people in 
different countries and learning about the things that were going on socially and 
economically.  K.B. 

 



Student Comment  

• “I want to say thank you for giving me a great 
learning experience. I wasn't very enthusiastic 
about this class in the beginning. The course 
(discussion) blog has really helped me with my 
writing skills, researching skills and increased 
my knowledge about society as a whole. I look 
forward to the blog every week and the 
responses I receive.”  



Limitations and Lessons Learned 
• Bb blog feature is not user-friendly.  Blogger, 

Wordpress are better, but lacking privacy. 

• Edublogs may be an alternative (privacy). 

• Bb blog feature – problems with grading 
(comments do not show in grader); not ideal 
for discussion board. 

• Copyright issues with multimedia 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of Best Practices 

• Provide a Code of Conduct  

• Guidance for feedback and 
commenting 

• Preparing students to create and 
develop blogs:  

– LibGuide Resource 

– Incorporate academic departments 
such as the Library and Academic 
Support Center 

 

 

http://berkeleycollege.libguides.com/content.php?pid=197278&sid=1839356


Q & A 

 

Questions? 



Have More Questions? 

• Email us: 

 

– Dr. Marilyn Kulik, mfk@BerkeleyCollege.edu 

 

– Loren Kleinman, lok@BerkeleyCollege.edu 

 

mailto:mfk@BerkeleyCollege.edu
mailto:lok@BerkeleyCollege.edu


Resources for Blogging  

The Edublogger 

http://theedublogger.com/check-out-these-class-blogs/ 

 

 

Assigning and Assessing Student Blogs http://www.slideshare.net/Runte/assigning-and-
assessing-blog-assignments 

 

 

Rubrics To Evaluate Classroom Blogging  
http://facultydevelopmentbgsu.blogspot.com/2005/11/rubrics-to-evaluate-classroom-
blogging.html 

 

Copyright Friendly/Creative Commons Resources 

http://sdst.libguides.com/content.php?pid=184760&sid=2134559 
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• Blogs in Plain English. Retrieved from http://youtu.be/NN2I1pWXjXI 
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